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It  was  said  by  the  great  French  pliilosopher,  that,  in  tl'.e 
infancy  of  nations,  men  mould  institutions,  in  their  maturity, 
institutions  make  men. 

In  reviewing  the  century  which  has  passed  since  this  beautiful 
town  was  planted,  we  cannot  do  better  than  recall  the  great 
men,  who  founded  the  institutions  of  which  our  present  liberty, 
happiness  and  prosperity  are  the  product 

Ideas  are  more  potent  than  force  ; right  may  temporarily  yield 
to  might,  and  strength  may,  for  a while,  be  the  controlling  power, 
but  the  idea  born  of  the  brain  is  imperishable  and  indestructible  ; 
while  States  perish  and  systems  crumble,  thought  Is  immortal. 
It  pervades  the  ages,  and  the  influence  of  a great  idea  extends 
itself,  and  is  felt  through  all  time.  Science  tells  us  that  a sound 
once  made,  is  never  silent  again,  but  goes  on  vibrating  through 
the  realms  of  immeasurable  space  forever,  so  that  the  clang  of 
the  bell,  which  on  the  Fourth  of  July  1776,  rang  out  Liberty  and 
, Independence  to  all  the  nations  and  to  all  people,  is  still  sound- 
ing to  far  off  planets,  and  remote  stars. 

So  the  idea  evolved  from  the  heart  of  Cmcilius  Calvert  of 
perfect  freedom  of  thought  and  liberty  of  conscience,  still  pierces 
the  darkness,  and  carries  hope  to  the  hearts  of  the  most  benighted 
people. 

On  this  idea,  rest  all  the  hopes  for  the  future  happiness  and 
progress  of  humanity,  all  over  the  world,  for  all  the  time,  that  Is 
to  come. 
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Honor  of  ancestors,  respect  for  their  virtues,  and  love  for  their 
memory,  ennoble  the  people  who  cherish  them. 

Sentiment,  attachment  to  ideas  of  truth,  honor,  justice,  right, 
exercise  the  largest  control  over  the  actions  of  men.  They  are 
forces  directing  the  development  of  races  and  of  civilizations,  and 
they  are  no  statesmen,  or  are  unfit  leaders  and  judges,  who  ignore 
or  deny  this  truth. 

The  heart  when  touched,  directs  the  head,  and  enthusiasm  is 
capable  of  greater  sacrifices  and  more  prodigious  efforts,  than  any 
demonstration  of  pure  logic. 

Peter,  the  Hermit,  led  all  Christendom  to  right  a wrong,  and 
remedy  an  evil,  which  by  no  possibility  could  aftect  the  nations, 
afiame  with  a sense  of  injury  ; and  Luther’s  appeal  to  conscience 
was  answered,  by  such  sacrifices,  as  no  demand  of  selfishness  nor 
self-interest  could  ever  have  secured.  The  vigor  and  force  of 
Christianity  is  to-day  a living  proof  of  the  vitality  and  power  of 
sentimental  devotion,  to  high  ideas  and  noble  thoughts. 

Love  of  home,  devotion  to  the  traditions  and  faith,  of  noble 
ancestors  is  patriotism,  and  patriotism  is  a force  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  society,  and  protection  of  a state,  more  lasting  than  any 
selfish  consideration,  and  more  powerful  than  armies  and  navies, 
the  heaviest  ordnance,  and  the  most  scientific  explosives. 

Love,  respect,  and  admiration  for  the  honorable  principles  and 
illustrious  achievements  of  ancestors,  inevitably  produce  emula- 
tion, and  it  is  impossible  for  a people  to  feel  a high  appreciation 
for  noble  thoughts  or  noble  ideas,  without  attempting  in  some 
way  to  adapt  them  to  their  lives,  and  to  live  up  to  them. 

This  love  of  home,  of  country,  and  of  honor,  is  the  source  from 
which  the  state  draws  her  strength  in  time  of  trial.  Tlie  reserve 
upon  which  she  must  depend  in  the  ordeals,  the  future  is  sure  to 
bring. 

A people  absorbed  in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  held  in  the  grasp  of 
greed,  abandoned  to  selfishness,  may  go  down  into  the  very 
depths  of  material  wealth,  may  wallow  in  the  mire  of  plutocracy, 
and  grovel  in  the  worship  of  the  Golden  Calf,  but  such  a people 
cannot  live.  It  must  disintegrate  in  corruption,  and  fade  from 
the  face  of  history. 
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Respect  for  “ Fa/or  et  VirtusF  as  the  Romans  had  it,  courage 
and  manliness,  is  the  only  preserving  force  in  a people.  With  it 
theydeave  to  the  world,  the  development  of  the  civilization  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  of  early  Athens,  of  the  Rome  of  the  Republic  ; 
without  it,  they  furnish  the  spectacle  of  the  fall  of  those  great 
nations. 

I have  travelled  over  this  continent  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Astoria, 
and  from  Duluth  to  New  Orleans,  and  I am  reasonably  well  in- 
formed as  to  the  conditions  of  climate,  soil  and  production  of  the 
greatest  part  of  North  America.  I say  without  reserve  and  with 
confidence,  that  no  part  of  America,  or  of  the  world  offers  so 
many  conditions  for  health,  happiness  and  comfort  of  man,  as  this 
Chesapeake  region  on  both  sides  the  Bay  from  the  head  of  Elk, 
to  the  Capes,  There  is  no  soil,  no  climate,  no  sea,  no  air,  which 
is  likely  to  evolve  a higher  civilization,  or  a higher  race  of  men 
and  women  than  this  blessed  and  favored  region.  Of  this,  by 
common  acclaim,  the  Eastern  Shore  is  the  garden,  and  the 
County  of  Talbot  the  flower. 

For  two  centuries,  it  has  been  the  seat  of  high  culture,  of  broad 
and  liberal  ideas,  of  devotion  to  honor,  right  and  principle,  and 
has  given  to  the  State  brave,  true,  wise,  statesmen  and  patriots. 

Never  since  the  23d  day  of  April  1667,  when  Colonel  William 
Coursey,  was  commissioned  High  Sheriff  of  Talbot  County,  and 
the  sixth  of  July  following,  when  Philemon  Lloyd  was  commis- 
sioned Captain  of  the  Horse  of  Chester  and  Wye  River,  has 
Talbot  County  ever  been  lacking  in  sons  to  serve  the  State  in 
time  of  trial. 

P"or  two  hundred  years  there  has  never  been  a generation,  in 
which  she  did  not  give  to  the  public  service  her  sons  of  the  blood 
of  Lloyd,  Tilghman,  Goldsborough,  Kerr,  Hollyday  and  Thomas, 
and  never  have  they  failed  to  respond  to  her  call  to  duty.  I know 
no  community  in  the  United  States  which  shows  such  persistance 
of  high  traits  in  race,  and  such  continued  appreciation  of  them 
by  the  people. 

I think  the  circumstances  under  which  this  Eastern  Shore 
society  was  founded  account  for  this,  and  are  the  cause  of  it. 
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The  founding  of  the  Eestcrr.  Shore  was  attended  with  greatet' 
romance  and  more  chivairy  than  any  other  part  of  tiie  English 
colonization. 

Beginning  with  Sir  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  the 
favorite  of  James  I,  and  Charles,  his  sen,  of  Enghnd  ; from  him 
to  Colonel  William  Claiborne,  than  whom  no  man  has  been  more 
unjustly  treated  by  historp,  and  then  George  Talbott,  of  the 
noble  house  of  Shrew’sbury,  whose  adventures  are  blazoned  in 
more  sentiment  and  romance  than  any  one  in  our  annals,  we 
have  three  men  connected  with  the  first  settlement  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  who  represented  the  most  ancient  families  of  Scotland 
and  England.  Sir  Wiiiiani  Alexander  w'as  Secretary  of  State 
for  James  VT  of  Scotland,  and  when  he  became  King  of  England 
w’as  his  principal  secretary  for  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland. 

He  w^as  heir  of  the  ancient  house  of  Alexander,  wdiich  for  a 
thousand  years  had  been  Lords  of  the  Isles  and  traced  their 
descent  to  a Norw'egian  Viking,  who  had  conquered  the  Northern 
Isles  about  the  time  of  the  Saxon  invasion  of  England. 

He  was  a man  of  letters,  a cotemporary  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
and  Calvert.  He  received  a grant  from  the  King  of  the  southern 
half  of  New  Foundland,  of  Long  Island,  of  the  present  Provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia,  New^  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward’s  Island,  and 
a broad  line  of  territory  along  the  St.  Lawnence  and  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  w'estern  end  of  Lake  Superior,  wLere  Duluth  now' 
is,  and  from  thence  across  the  continent  to  the  Gulf  of  California. 

This  w^as  the  largest  grant  ever  made  by  an  Ifnglish  king  to  a 
subject,  and  it  proves  the  influence  of  Sir  William  Alexander, 
and  the  favor  with  w'hich  he  w'as  regarded  by  his  sovereign. 

At  that  time  the  dream  wdiich  dazzled  the  imaginations  of  the 
English  was  the  one  w^hich  had  led  Columbus  across  the  Atlantic, 
the  discovery  of  a western  passage  to  tlie  Indias. 

Therefore,  every  Pluropean  explorer,  w^ho  reached  America, 
was  led  by  this  instinct  up  every  waterway,  wdiich  opened  into 
the  Atlantic  from  the  west  until  further  progress  w'as  stopped. 

The  Dutch  pressed  up  the  North  River,  the  Swedes  up  the 
Delaware,  and  Capt.  John  Smith  up  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
James  River,  all  seeking  tin's  western  passage. 
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In  July,  1621,  John  Pory,  the  Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany, residing  in  Jamestown,  wrote  home  to  the  company  in 
London  that  there  was  a great  trade  in  furs  by  P'renchmen  in  the 
Great  Bay,  and  that  he  had  settled  an  hundred  English  on  an 
island  in  the  bay  northward,  where  there  was  a prospect  of  trade. 

This  settlement  was  on  Palmer’s  Island,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Susquehanna,  where  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  bridge 
crosses  the  river.  It  was  doubtless  the  first  settlement  within 
the  present  boundaries  of  Maryland,  at  least  thirteen  years  before 
Leonard  Calvert’s  settlement  at  St.  Mary’s.  This  was  the  first 
Eastern  Shore  settlement. 

But  the  actual  foundation  of  the  Eastern  Shore  was  laid  at 
Kent  Island  by  Colonel  William  Claiborne,  under  the  patronage 
of  Sir  William  Ale.vander.  William  Claiborne  was  the  first 
Eastern  Shoreman,  and  no  man  has  been  so  universally  vituper- 
ated by  Maryland  and  Virginian  historians.  Instead  of  being  a 
rebel  and  a pirate,  or  “the  malignant  Claiborne,”  as  Mr.  Bancroft 
calls  him,  or  “the  evil  genius  of  Maryland,”  as  Chief  Justice 
Taney  stigmatized  him,  recent  inv^estigation  has  proved  that  he 
was  a gentleman  of  ancient  and  honorable  family,  of  high 
ambition,  of  great  energy  and  untiring  pertinacity,  and  that  his 
life  was  spent  in  one  long  struggle  to  protect  his  rights  against 
the  aggressions  of  the  Calverts,  to  whom  he  was  superior  in  birth, 
social  position  and  political  influence. 

The  family  of  Cleburne  was  seated  in  Westmoreland  from  the 
time  of  the  conquest,  and  Cleburne  Manor  is  recorded  in  Dooms- 
day Book. 

While  the  Cleburnes,  of  Cleburne  Manor,  had  been  knights 
for  centuries,  the  Calverts,  of  Yorkshire,  had  been  plain  yeomen 
until  the  first  George  was  knighted  by  James  I. 

A family  tradition  of  the  Cleburnes  says  that  Sir  George 
Cleburne,  eldest  brother  of  our  William,  and  Sir  George  Calvert 
were  rival  aspirants  for  the  hand  of  the  heiress  of  Sir  Richard 
Lowther,  who  was  the  head  of  the  greatest  and  richest  family 
in  the  North  of  England. 

Cleburne,  of  Cleburne  Hall,  was  preferred  to  grazier  George 
of  Ki[)ling,  and  hence  was  kindled  the  feud  which  was  to  keep 
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in  broil  and  quarrel  two  great  dominions  beyond  the  sea  for 
more  than  half  a century. 

^Villiam,  son  of  Sir  Edward  Claiborne  and  of  Grace,  daughter  of 
Sir  Alan  Bellingham,  was  born  at  Cleburne  Hall  about  the  year 
1587. 

In  1621,  he  was  appointed  Surveyor-General  of  Virginia,  and 
arrived  there  in  October  of  that  year. 

In  1624,  he  received  a patent  for  17,500  acres  of  land  and 
was  appointed  by  James  I one  of  the  council  for  conducting  the 
government  of  the  colony,  and  in  the  following  year,  his  Secretary 
of  State  in  Virginia. 

In  1627-28,  he  received  a commission  from  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  to 
explore  and  make  discoveries  there. 

Under  this  authority  he  claimed  to  have  discovered  Palmer’s 
Island,  and  the  Isle  of  Kent,  and  to  have  established  trading 
posts  and  made  settlements  on  both. 

He  purchased  Kent  Island  from  the  Indians,  and  there  estab- 
lished a colony  of  more  than  one  hundred  persons,  under  charge 
of  the  Rev.  Richard  James. 

Kent  Island  was  represented  in  the  House  of  Virginia  Bur- 
gesses in  1629-30  by  Captain  Nicholas  Martin,  four  years  before 
Leonard  Calvert  landed  at  St.  Mary’s. 

In  October,  1629,  Lord  Baltimore  arrived  in  Virginia  in 
search  of  a new  settlement  in  place  of  the  one  he  had  been  forced 
by  the  rigor  of  the  climate,  to  abandon  at  Avalon  in  New  Found- 
land,  and  Claiborne  to  protect  his  enterprise  in  the  Chesapeake, 
obtained  the  King’s  License,  under  the  Scotch  Signet,  dated 
May  the  i8th,  1631,  from  Sir  William  Alexander,  to  trade  and 
explore  in  the  Chesapeake. 

This  was  before  the  grant  of  Maryland  to  Lord  Baltimore, 
and  that  grant  being  only  for  land  unsettled,  Claiborne  was  right 
in  believing,  that  it  did  not  include  the  settlement  made  by  him 
on  Kent  Island,  at  least  three  years  before  the  date  of  the  J^Iary- 
land  charter. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  not  pertinent  to  this  discourse.  Balti- 
more settled  at  St.  Mary’s,  seized  Kent  Island  force,  expelled 
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Claiborne  from  his  iindoubtod  right,  and  since  then  the  latter 
has  been  denounced  with  every  epithet  as  a rebel,  pirate,  malig- 
nant and  traitor. 

We  have  now  come  to  a time  when,  we  can  do  justice  to  the 
memory  of  the  first  Eastern  Shoreman,  as  a gallant  and  honora- 
ble gentleman,  who  was  most  foully  dealt  with  in  his  own  time. 

The  blood  of  the  border  Ciaibornes  has,  however,  vindicated 
itself  through  many  descents.  The  family  of  Claiborne  has 
furnished  members  of  Congress,  from  Virginia  and  Mississippi, 
a Governor  of  Louisiana,  a General  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  the  present  Mayor  of  Baltimore,  Ferdinand  Claiborne 
Latrobe,  and  the  wife  of  the  present  Governor  of  Kentucky. 

After  Claiborne  comes  George  Talbott,  kinsman  of  the  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury,  of  whose  family,  IVIacauI}^  has  said,  “ inferior  in 
antiquity  and  splendor  to  the  House  of  De  Vere,  but  to  the 
House  of  De  Vere  alone,  was  the  House  of  Talbott.” 

“Ever  since  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  the  Talbotts  had 
been  Peers  of  the  realm.  The^  Earldom  of  Shrewsbury'  had 
been  bestowed  on  John  Talbott,  the  antagonist  of  the  Maid  of 
Orleans.”  George  Talbott  was  called  cousin  by  Charles,  Lord 
Baltimore,  who  gave  him  great  grants  of  land  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Susquehanna  River  at  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay'. 

This  great  possession  of  Susquehanna  Manor  of  32,000  acres 
was  doubtless  given  to  Talbott  to  form  a settlement  to  protect 
Maryland  from  the  encroachments  of  the  Penns,  and  the  Swedes 
on  the  Delaware. 

Talbott  was  true  to  his  trust  and  his  kinsman.  When  the 
King  sent  his  Collector  to  Maryland  to  collect  Custom  Dues 
(tariff  dues)  which  under  the  charter  could  only  be  collected  by 
the  Proprietary^  and  the  General  Assembly'  of  all  the  freemen^ 
Talbott  first  protested,  then  remonstrated,  and  then  slew  the 
royal  taxgatherer. 

Arrested  for  this,  and  carried  to  Virginia,  where  he  was  in- 
carcerated, his  wife  summoned  a baud  of  trusty'  retainers,  took 
boat,  and  landed  within  fifteen  miles  of  his  prison,  thence  pro- 
ceeding swiftly'  through  the  forest  on  horseback,  she  rescued  him, 
and  bore  him  back  in  triumph  to  his  manor  in  Cecil. 
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This  is  the  first  glimpse  we  have  of  llie  Eastern  Shore  woman. 

Talbott,  tradition  tells,  passed  rnan;v  years  in  a cave  on  the 
Susquehanna,  just  above  Port  Deposit,  where  he  was  fed  by  fish 
hawks,  he  had  trained  to  catch  fish  for  him.  Whether  this  be 
true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  no  Sheriff  or  minion  of  the  law 
ever  laid  hands  on  him  again. 

These  are  the  ciiginal  influences,  as  described  by  legend  and 
by  record,  under  which  tiiis  civilization  was  planted,  of  which 
we  see  the  fruit  and  Hower  here  to-day. 

^'Virtus  ei  Valor"  was  the  guiding  inspiration  of  the  founda- 
tion, as  it  has  been  of  the  life  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Courage 
and  manhood,  regard  for  honor,  truth,  and  liberty  and  right,  has 
always  been  the  controlling  principle  of  its  growth  and  life. 

Such  principles,  deeply  implanted  in  society,  live  and  perpetu- 
ate themselves,  and  exert  their  influence,  and  show  their  power 
on  every  emergency. 

When  the  King  and  Parliament  of  England  attempted  to  col- 
lect taxes  from  the  people  of  Maryland,  which  could  of  right 
only  be  done  by  the  consent  of  the  people  themselves  in  Genera 
Assembly  convened,  the  nien  of  Talbott  proved  themselves  true 
to  their  traditions,  and  the  principles  of  their  ancestors. 

Mathew  Tilghman,  the  patriarch  of  the  infant  Commonwealth » 
Avith  rare  wisdom,  fortitude  and  courage,  guided  the  councils  of 
the  State  ; while  Colonel  Tench  Tilghman  illustrated  the  chivalry, 
which  had  defied  the  King’s  taxgatherer  in  the  person  of  George 
Talbott,  and  on  every  battle  held,  from  Long  Island  to  Vorktowr, 
proved  his  devotion  to  the  liberties,  inherited  from  a long  line  of 
illustrious  ancestors. 

He  was  the  Alilitary  Secretary  and  Aid  to  Washington,  and 
oil  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  on  October  the  19th,  1781,  was 
selected  by  Washington  to  carry  his  official  dispatch  to  the  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia,  announcing  that  glorious  and  all  important 
event. 

Taking  boat  in  York  River,  he  lost  one  night  aground  on  Tan- 
gier’s shoals.  On  reaching  Annapolis,  he  found  that  a dispatch 
from  the  Count  de  (hrasse,  dated  the  on  iSth,  to  Governor  Thomas 
Simm  Lee,  had  readied  tiieie  a day  ahead  of  him  and  been 
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forwarded  to  Philadelphia.  Without  stopping  he  pushed  on 
across  the  bay  to  Kent,  having  lost  a whole  day  in  a calm  be- 
tween Annapolis  and  Rock  Hall. 

From  there  to  Philadelphia  is  about  eighty  miles  as  the  crow 
flies,  De  Gras’  courier  had  passed  through  the  country  a day 
ahead.  The  people  were  on  tiptoe  to  hear  the  news  from  York. 
Their  hearts  stopped  as  they  imagined  they  heard  the  great  guns 
of  the  English  and  the  French  booming  over  the  waters  in  the 
still  night.  Motliers,  wives,  sisters,  daughters  and  lovers,  all 
looked  with  wistful  eyes  to  the  South  for  some  signs  of  the  issue 
of  the  struggle.  It  was  the  supreme  effort  of  American  Liberty. 
It  was  the  very  crisis  of  Freedom.  But  the  flower  of  Maryland 
was  in  that  fight,  and  the  lower  counties  on  the  Delaware  had 
sent  their  bravest  and  best  to  back  their  brethren  of  the  PMstern 
Shore. 

One  of  the  miracles  of  history  attested  time  and  again  by  in- 
disputable evidence,  is,  that  when  the  minds  and  heart  of  a whole 
people  are  at  a white  heat  of  excitement  and  expectation,  know- 
ledge comes  to  them  mdependent  of  the  senses. 

The  Greeks  believed  that  the  great  God  Pan  spread  the  know- 
ledge of  victory  or  defeat  in  Athens  at  the  time -of  their  occurence 
hundreds  of  miles  away. 

The  resulc  of  the  battle  of  Platea  was  known  the  day  it  was 
fought,  and  the  news  of  Thermopylce  spread  over  Greece,  through 
the  silent  chambers  of  the  air,  carried  by  the  arrows  of  light. 

The  victory  of  Pharsalia  was  known  in  Rome  at  the  time  it  oc- 
curred. The  event  of  Waterloo  v/as  discussed  on  the  London 
Stock  Exchange  before  it  adjourned  on  the  17th  of  June;  and  I, 
myself,  in  June  1863,  heard  the  attack  of  Ewell  on  Milroy  and 
the  result,  detailed  in  Richmond,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
away  from  Winchester,  where  the  battle  took  place,  on  the  Sun- 
day afternoon  on  which  it  occurred.  There  were  no  telegrams 
or  possible  means  of  communication. 

So  when  Tench  Tilghman  landed  at  Rock  Hall  for  his  hundred 
miles  ride  through  the  country,  he  found  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
men  and  women  aglow  with  a divine  frenzy. 

They  felt  what  had  occurred,  without  knowing  it,  and  were 
wild  for  confirmation  of  knowledge. 
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Up  through  Kent,  without  drawing  rein,  this  solitary  horseman 
sp^d  his  way.  When  his  horse  began  to  fail,  he  turned  to  his 
nearest  kinsman,  for  they  were  mostly  of  the  same  blood,  and 
riding  up  to  the  farm  house  would  shout  “Cornwallis  is  taken,  a 
fresh  horse  for  the  Congress”,  and  in  a minute,  he  would  be 
mounted  and  pushing  on  in  a free  gallop. 

All  the  night  of  the  2 2d  he  rode  up  the  Peninsula,  not  a sound 
disturbing  the  silence  of  the  darkness,  except  the  beat  of  his 
horses  hoofs. 

Every  three  or  four  hours,  he  would  ride  up  to  a lonely  home- 
stead, still  and  quiet  and  dark  in  the  first  slumber  of  the  night, 
and  thunder  on  the  door  with  his  sword. 

“ Cornwallis  is  taken,  a fresh  horse  for  the  Congress.”  Like 
an  electric  shock,  the  house  would  flash  with  an  instant  light, 
and  echo  with  the  pattering  feet  of  women,  and  before  a dozen 
greetings  could  be  exchanged  and  but  a word  given,  of  the  fate 
of  the  loved  ones  at  York,  Tilghman  would  vanish  in  the  gloom, 
leaving  a trail  of  glory  and  of  joy  behind  him. 

So  he  sped,  through  Kent,  across  the  head  of  Sassafras, 
through  Christianna,  by  Wilmington,  straight  on  to  Philadelphia. 

The  tocsin  and  the  slogan  of  his  news  spread  like  the  fire  in 
the  dry  grass,  and  left  behind  him  a broad  blaze  of  delirium  and 
of  joy. 

“ Cornwallis  is  talcen,”  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  flew' 
through  the  air,  was  wafted  on  the  autumn  breeze,  shown  with 
the  sunlight. 

“ Cornwallis  is  taken,”  “ Liberty  is  achieved,”  “ Peace  is  come.” 
Once  more  husbands,  fathers,  brothers,  sons,  lovers,  shall  return 
to  the  hearts  who  gave  them  to  the  cause.  Once  more  shall  joy 
sit  on  every  heartli,  and  happiness  shine  over  every  roof  tree 
Wherever  in  all  the  tide  of  time  has  such  a messege  been  carried 
to  a such  people. 

Liberty  with  justice. 

Peace  with  honor. 

\hctory  with  glor}'. 

Liberty,  peace,  ju-tice,  victory,  honor  and  glory,  now  and 
forever,  one  and  inseparable.  'I'licse  were  the  tidings  that  d'ench 
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Tilghman  bore  when  he  rode  into  Philadelphia  at  midnight  of 
the  23d,  four  days  from  the  army  at  York.  The  dispatch  of  De 
Grasse  had  been  received,  but  the  Congress  and  the  people  waited 
for  Washington.  Nothing  was  true  but  tidings  from  him. 

Rousing  the  President  of  Congress,  IMcKean,  he  delivered  his 
dispatch  and  his  news  was  immediately  made  public.  The 
watchmen,  as  they  went  their  rounds,  cried  “Twelve  o’clock,  all 
is  well,  and  Cornwallis  is  taken.”  In  a minute  the  whole  city 
was  wild.  Lights  flashed  in  every  window.  Men,  women,  and 
children  poured  into  the  streets.  The  State  House  bell  rang  out 
its  peal. 

“Liberty  throughout  all  the  land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,” 
and  thirteen  independent  and  sovereign  States  were  proclaimed 
unto  the  world. 

Moulded  by  such  memories,  trained  in  such  traditions,  the 
people  of  this  Shore  have  ever  been  bold,  ardent  and  true  in 
defense  of  honor,  of  liberty  and  of  right. 

There  has  been  no  epoch  since  the  colony  was  planted  by 
William  Claiborne  on  the  Isle  of  Kent,  or  John  Pory  on  Palmer’s 
Island,  in  which  this  people  have  not  afforded  conspicuous 
e.xamples  of  courage,  fidelity  and  fortitude,  and  all  the  nobler 
virtues. 

Colonel  Edward  Lloyd  came  to  Severn  River  from  Virginia  on 
the  invitation  of  Governor  William  Stone  in  1649.  was 

Commander  of  Anne  Arundel.  His  grandson,  Edward,  was 
President  of  the  Province  in  1709.  His  great-grandson,  PMward, 
was  Governor  in  1809,  and  his  grandson,  Henry,  was  Governor 
1885-87. 

Thus  for  eight  generations  the  house  of  Lloyd  has  furnished 
for  the  public  service  statesmen  and  patriots. 

By  a rare  and  curious  coincidence  the  family  of  Captain 
William  Stone,  under  whose  auspices  Edward  Lloyd  came  to 
Maryland,  and  with  whom  he  fought  at  the  Battle  of  the  Severn 
some  years  afterwards,  where  Lloyd  and  the  Roundheads  routed 
Stone  and  the  cavaliers,  has  remained  to  this  day  as  conspicuous 
in  the  history  of  tlie  State  it  did  <0  much  to  found. 
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Captain  William  Stone  was  the  third  Governor,  appointed  by 
Lord  Baltimore,  to  put  his  gov^ernment  in  line  with  the  Common- 
wealth party  in  England.  His  grandson,  Thomas  Stone,  was  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  His  grandson, 
Michael  Jenifer  Stone,  was  a member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  of  the  convention  which  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  Judge  of  the  General  Court  until  1806. 
While  another  descendant  of  Captain  William  Stone,  Colonel 
John  Hoskins  Stone,  was  Colonel  of  the  ist  Regiment,  Mary- 
land Line,  the  third  Governor  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.  Another,  the  Right  Reverend  William  Murray 
Stone,  was  the  third  Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Maryland. 

The  present  representative  of  the  family  is  the  Hon.  Frederick 
Stone,  wlto  has  served  the  State  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  as 
the  codifier  of  the  laws,  in  the  Constitutional  Convention,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  proving  himself 
worthy  of  his  ancestors  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of 
Maryland. 

Here  are  two  families  that  have  for  eight  generations,  by  mere 
force  of  intellect,  manliness,  integrity  and  courage,  won  for  them- 
selves leading  positions,  and  who  have  for  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  exercised  a controlling  influence  over  the  conduct 
and  development  of  the  State. 

I know  no  State  in  which  two  such  families  can  be  found.  The 
Adams  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  Lees  in  Virginia,  afford  in  each 
Commonwealth  solitary  examples  of  the  force  and  power  of  the 
law  of  heredity. 

The  Schuylers  and  Livingtons  of  New  York  have  long  since 
sunk  to  the  level  of  millionaires,  or  been  absorbed  in  the  mob  of 
the  plutocracy,  but  for  three  generations  their  influence  has  not 
been  felt  in  their  State. 

And  so  it  has  been  everywhere  with  the  families  who  led  the 
Colonization,  and  directed  the  struggle  for  Liberty’ and  Indepen- 
dence. 

They  have  everywhere  gone  down  under  the  operation  of  the 
universal  and  irresistible  law  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
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I have  cited  these  illustrations  of  the  transmission  of  traits  of 
character  from  father  to  son  for  successive  generations,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  to  silly  personal  vanity,  but  for  that  of 
pointing  out  how  the  persistance  of  such  characterestics  in  families, 
influences  communities  in  which  they  exist.  In  a less  degree 
have  they  been  prevalent  all  over  the  Republic. 

There  is  not  a village  nor  county  that  is  not  bound  to  the 
Colonization  and  the  Revolution  by  inherited  traditions,  or  tran- 
smitted patriotism.  From  the  newest  settlement  in  Dakotah,  as 
from  the  old  colony,  of  Kent,  the  ties  of  a common  history,  the 
recollection  of  a common  peril  and  a united  struggle,  and  the 
victory  of  all  for  one  and  one  for  all  bind  us  in  one  indissoluble 
unity  of  American  citizenship. 

The  civilization  of  Babylon  and  of  Ninevah  has  passed  away 
and  left  but  a trace  on  the  earthen  tablets  which  are  collected  in 
the  Museums  of  the  Archaeologist,  and  no  man  can  now  point 
out  where  the  throne  on  which  Cyrus  sate  was,  nor  to  the  tomb 
in  which  Cambyses  was  buried. 

Mummy  has  become  merchandize,  and  the  first  Pharoah  King 
in  Moses  time,  is  burnt  to  fire  an  engine,  while  the  arts  and 
science  of  Egypt  are  buried  in  the  darkness  of  the  ages. 

Attica  has  been  a howling  waste,  and  the  story  of  Troy  can 
only  be  verified  by  the  pick-axe  and  the  spade.  The  Apostle 
warned  the  Roman  soldier,  “I  am  freeborn,  but  you  bought  your 
freedom.  Beware  how  you  lay  hands  on  me,  for  'Civis  Romanus 
Sum’,  I am  a freeman  of  Rome.” 

For  near  two  thousand  years  that  proud  cry  has  been  silent, 
and  the  power  of  Rome  has  been  humbled  before  the  Barbarian 
and  the  bottom  of  the  Tiber  yields  greater  creations  of  its  genius 
than  its  banks. 

Thus,  there  has  been  an  end  to  all  Empires,  to  all  civilizations, 
to  all  arts  and  sciences,  which  have  ever  existed.  The  pride  of 
race  and  of  power  lias  been  but  the  precursor  of  annihilation,  and 
the  thousand  Kings  who  have  reigned  in  Ceylon,  or  in  the  ruined 
cities  of  Tehuantepec  have  passed  into  dust,  and  left  not  even  a 
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All  civilizations,  all  empires,  all  art  were  evolved  from  the  idea 
of  power,  might,  force.  Never  in  the  whole  record  of  man  has 
society  been  organized  on  the  basis  of  justice  to  all,  and  equal 
rights  to  all. 

Sympathy  for  the  unfortunate,  help  for  the  weak,  are  the  fundi- 
mental  principles  of  this  American  citizenship. 

Never  before  lias  a social  order  existed,  where  every  one  had 
a fair  chance,  and  an  equal  chance ; never  in  all  the  tide  of  time 
has  there  been  a people,  who  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
assist  the  poor,  to  protect  the  weak,  and  to  insure  to  all  an  equal 
opportunity. 

No  such  gospel  has  ever  been  vouchsafed  to  suffering  humanity 
since  the  son  of  the  carpenter  preached  it  to  the  fishermen,  the 
laboring  men  and  the  common  people  on  the  shores  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilea. 

If  these  principles  of  Americanism  produce  such  results  in 
half  a dozen  generations,  what  will  be  their  beneficent  result  in 
one  hundred  ? 

From  thirteen  States  and  three  millions  of  people,  we  have 
become  thirty-eight  States  and  sixty  millions.  This  American- 
ism has  knit  this  Continent  and  this  whole  people  into  a sympa- 
thetic and  homogeneous  mass,  the  most  powerful  that  ever  has 
existed  since  time  began. 

For  manliness  and  virtue,  for  regard  for  honor  and  truth,  for 
unselfish  devotion  to  principle  and  to  country,  for  charity  and 
good  will  to  all,  for  all-embracing  patriotism,  Americanism 
towers  above  the  highest  standard  of  Roman  virtue,  or  the 
grandest  exhibitions  of  Greek  devotion. 

Look  at  the  history  of  our  own  times  ! 

After  a civil  war  embracing  the  Continent,  two  millions  of 
men  are  dismissed  from  martial  to  civil  pursuits.  They  are  ab- 
sorbed unto  the  industry  of  the  country  without  a perceptible 
sensation.  That  of  itself  is  a miracle,  unparalleled  in  history. 

The  unsuccessful  side  returning  to  their  homes,  instead  of 
moaning  over  defeat,  and  repining  at  what  might  have  been, 
without  an  hours  delay  set  to  work  to  repair  the  ravage  of  war. 
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Society  in  thirteen  States  was  utterly  disorganized.  The 
social  system  and  the  property,  the  product  of  two  centuries  and 
a half  of  industry  and  work,  was  swept  away  as  by  a besom. 

The  defeated  side  reorganized  this  society,  they  conduct  the 
government  of  thirteen  States,  they  send  one  hundred  members 
of  Congress,  elect  thirty-two  Senators,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  members  of  the  Electoral  College  ; and  the  Governors 
of  States,  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress,  and  Elec^ 
tors,  are  pure,  honest,  patriotic  citizens,  devoted  to  the  honor, 
the  glory  and  the  progress  of  the  whole  country. 

And  the  most  significant  thing  about  this  Americanism  is,  that 
all  this  has  been  done  with  the  warm  sympathy,  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  the  successful  side. 

In  the  twenty-three  years  that  have  passed,  the  ravaged  fields 
have  been  made  to  blossom,  the  burnt  homesteads  have  been 
rebuilt,  and  forges  and  factories  have  filled  the  land  with  the  hum 
of  industry,  happiness  and  content.  This  is  another  miracle  of 
American  civilization  unparalleled  in  human  annals. 

Never  after  great  civil  commotion  have  the  victors  been  so 
generous  nor  the  vanquished  so  faithful  to  honor  and  right. 

The  last  of  the  Stuarts  was  expelled  from  the  throne  in  1688. 
For  two  generations  the  house  of  Hanover  endeavored  to 
reconcile  the  adherents  of  the  exiled  family  to  the  new  govern- 
ment. But  this  was  so  unsuccessful  that,  when  in  1745,  nearly 
sixty  years  after  James  had  been  expelled  from  the  throne,  his 
grandson  raised  the  standard  of  rebellion  in  Scotland,  so  doubtful 
was  the  position  of  the  Stuart  or  Jacobite  party  in  England  that 
the  whole  foreign  policy  of  England  was  controlled  by  the  event, 
and  George  II  was  forced  into  unwilling  alliance  with  Frederick 
the  Great,  so  as  to  have  the  moral  effect  of  the  Protestant 
alliance  to  help  him  in  England. 

Look  at  that  picture,  and  then  on  this.  It  is  twenty-three 
years  since  the  last  shot  was  fired  and  tlie  last  flag  furled.  No 
youth  of  the  Army  of  Northern  \drginia  nor  of  the.  Army  of 
the  Potomac  remains.  The  youngest  are  now  middle-aged  men. 

But  if  it  shcLild  so  happen  that  this  country  should  become 
involved  in  foreign  war,  the  veterans  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
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Virginia  and  of  the  Aviny  of  the  Potomac  would  show  to  the 
younger  men  the  way  to  the  front. 

Xliis  is  the  force  of  AmcricaniGm.  Tiiis  the  power  of  American 
civilization,  and  in  ibe  coming  ages,  where’er  tides  ebb  and  flow, 
■or  the  stars  glitter,  or  the  sun  shines,  whether  in  farthest  Siberia, 
or  the  mountains  of  Central  Africa,  or  in  remotest  Thibet,  the 
cry  “ I am  an  American  ” will  be  the  invocation  that  shall 
envelope  the  humblest  American  citizen  where’er  he  may  be, 
with  the  panoply  of  the  invincible  prestige  and  the  power  of  the 
great  republic.  And  the  banner  of  the  stars  will  belt  tlie  world 
\vith  a radiant  circle  of  justice,  patriotism  and  devotion  to  right, 
honor,  liberty  and  trutli 
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